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GOOD EDITION: The ALIEN Saga (part one of four)

Today: ALIEN.

March 19, 2001

There are SPECIAL EDITIONS, COLLECTOR'S EDITIONS, ANNIVERSARY EDITIONS, and even DIRECTOR'S CUTS lurking on shelves, but every once in a while a film that was betrayed theatrically gets equally betrayed when it comes home. 
We're here to offer an alternative.
On IGN DVD we will now run a feature called THE GOOD EDITION, where we have a little fun and create an alternative (and sadly, fictional) version of the DVD that would really make it a keeper.
Our latest target: The Alien Saga  (1979, 1986, 1992, 1997)
Part One: Alien  (1979)
In space, no one can hear you scream…

OK, quit your bellyaching.  Yes, I know there is already DVD Special Editions for these films that are among the most beloved of all time.  And people would have you believe that it is these released issued in conjunction of The Alien Legacy gift set are the end all be all in DVD entertainment.

But they’re not.  Hell, they don’t even crack the surface in most areas.

As per usual with this recurring column, there is a lot that SHOULD have been included with these releases.  Sure, the pictures included are cleaner then any of the films have ever been seen before and anamorphic to boot.  And of course they’re in 5.1 Dolby Digital.

It’s the extras I’m upset about.  Or more specifically the lack there of.  And while it may have been early in their product line, this is 20th Century Fox where talking about here.  

And these films deserve the 2 disc 5 Star treatment.

ALIEN: 5 STAR COLLECTION
Disc One:

-         16x9 enhanced 2.35:1 anamorphic high-definition film to video transfer of the original 116-minute theatrical cut.

-         5.1 Dolby Digital

-         Audio Commentary with director Ridley Scott, editor Terry Rawlings, and Alien creature designer H.R. Giger

-         Audio Commentary with franchise executive producers Gordon Carroll, David Giler and Walter Hill.

-         Audio Commentary with writers Dan O’ Bannon and Ronald Shusett.

-         Audio Commentary with actors Sigourney Weaver, Tom Skerritt, Yaphet Kotto, Ian Holm, Veronica Cartwright, Harry Dean Stanton, and John Hurt.

-         Isolated Score with audio commentary from composer Jerry Goldsmith

Disc Two

-         “In Space, No One Can Hear You Scream” – a new feature length retrospective documentary chronicling the film’s journey from concept to the screen with all new interviews with the production’s key personnel including all listed above and others like concept artists Ron Cobb and Jean “Moebius” Giraud, publicity consultant Charles Lippincott, and Alien performer Bolaji Bodejo.

-         “Giger’s Alien” – the rarely seen vintage documentary of Alien creator Hans Rudi Giger and his creation of the film’s title menace and it’s world.  Features period interviews with several key cast and crew members.

-         “The AILEN Legacy” – the infamous 20th anniversary retrospective documentary that was the hard to find fifth disc in the original Alien Legacy DVD boxed set.  Produced by Sharpline Arts, the documentary features up to date interviews with the cast and crew.

-         “Designing Better Worlds” – a new retrospective documentary focusing on the creation of the film’s ship Nostromo and the technology contained featuring interviews with writer and special effects supervisor Dan O’ Bannon and concept artists Ron Cobb and Jean “Moebius” Giraud.

-         “Jones: You Stupid Cat” – a new retrospective featurette on the trainers and handlers of filmdom’s premiere feline co-star.

-         “Kenner’s Alien” – a new retrospective featurette on the hysteria and controversy surrounding the infamous 18 inch action figure made by Kenner that was so potentially frightening that it was banned and pulled from shelves.  Features interviews with the design team and publicity consultant Charles Lippincott.

-         Deleted Scenes – A reprise of the 10 already available scenes that includes the much talked about “Dallas Cocoon” sequence.

-         Ridley Scott Interview – a three-part interview conducted in 1991 by Cinefex magazine that was featured in the now out of print laserdisc special edition.

-         The original advanced “A word of warning” theatrical teaser
-         The original theatrical “Egg” teaser
-         The original theatrical trailer
-         TV Spots
-         DVD-ROM features including Dan O’ Bannon’s original treatment, the original script, complete character bios, technical read-outs for the Nostromo, and weblinks.

Now you see what I’m saying?  Here are my reasons:

Disc 1:

-         While the there are several key sequences that are known to exist and director Scott has a track record of revising his films, I feel that ultimately the film’s existing theatrical cut is the best and most rounded presentation possible.  The inclusion of the “Dallas Cocoon” scene for example, while interesting, would create a flaw in the mythology of the Alien Queen as introduced by James Cameron in “Aliens.”

-         I chose not to include a DTS soundtrack as the film was made in a time where the technology didn’t exist and the creation and implementation of a newly created one would cost both large amounts of money and disc space.

-         Instead of the recent solo commentary track Scott recorded for the current DVD release, a new audio commentary featuring Scott and Giger together is important as they are the biggest reasons behind the film’s success.  And while any information they could share would be crucial, bringing series editor Rawlings into the sound booth with them would seal the deal.

-         An audio commentary with series executive producers Carroll, Giler, and Hill would give fans a look at how they came to create the film and how it impacted a generation on its way to becoming one of the most successful franchises in history.  Director Hill in particular could offer a potentially interesting take on the film’s legacy.

-         The audio commentary with writers O’Bannon and Shusett would be interesting from the angle of creating a film and mythos that wouldn’t come together until the right people came along to turn the written page into reality.  The opinioned O’Bannon in particular would have some potentially large bombshells to drop as a man whose credit for originating ideas are often given to others.

-         Audio commentary with the cast are a given.  While Weaver would almost certainly record a track as would most of her cast mates, its actor Skerritt who might be hard to pen down, as he has always been reluctant to discuss his past work.

-         And lastly since the film’s score was given an isolated track on the first release, fans would expect the same here.  The added bonus of commentary with composer Goldsmith during the music’s off times would be a rare treat.

Disc 2:

-         The various newly created documentaries are easy to rationalize.  Each one focuses on specific topics that would likely have been on the minds of fans over the years.  Whether it is the featurette on designing the Nostromo, or focusing on the hysteria over the Kenner toy the documentaries would take a rarely seen look into some of the unique components that came together to create a film so many people love.

-         The vintage doc “Giger’s Alien” has been much prized over the years by fans, many of who have still yet seen it.  Besides, old docs are cool.

-         The inclusion of the nearly impossible to find “Alien Legacy” documentary that was included on the woefully under produced mail order fifth disc would go a long way to righting a mistake. 

-         The additional scenes that Scott first showcased on the 1991 laserdisc boxed set must have a place here as well.

-         The 1991 Don Shay interview is included for completion sake. 

-         While the actual trailer to Alien is on various Fox DVDs, the advanced teaser for the film is currently only available on the now out of print laserdisc special edition as were the TV spots.  The rarely seen original teaser that used the tag line “A word of warning…” was available for download from Fox’s Alien Resurrection site.

-         The DVD-ROM elements, while not something I personally care to use or want is something a lot of people expect in the newer releases.  I chose them because I think they would best keep the spirit of the film.

And there you have – dare I say it – the definitive home video edition of Ridley Scott’s modern masterpiece of terror and suspense.  

Sean Carlson thinks the sexiest things in the universe are the pair of panties Sigourney Weaver wears in the finale of Alien…

GOOD EDITION: The ALIEN Saga (part two of four)

Today: ALIENS

March 20, 2001 

Part Two: Aliens  (1986)
This time it’s war…

ALIENS: 5 STAR COLLECTION
Disc One:

-         16x9 enhanced 1.85:1 anamorphic high-definition film to video transfers of both the 137-minute theatrical cut and the 154-minute special edition selectable via seamless branching.

-         5.1 Dolby Digital

-         2.0 theatrical Dolby Stereo mix

-         Audio Commentary with director James Cameron and producer Gale Anne Hurd 

-         Audio Commentary with franchise executive producers Gordon Carroll, David Giler and Walter Hill.

-         Audio Commentary with second unit director Stan Winston, creature FX coordinators Alec Gillis and Tom Woodruff Jr., conceptual designer Ron Cobb, and conceptual artist Syd Mead.

-         Audio Commentary with actresses Sigourney Weaver and Carrie Henn

-         Audio Commentary with actors Michael Biehn, Bill Paxton, Lance Henricksen, Jenette Goldstein, and Mark Rolston.

Disc Two:

-         “This Time It’s War” – a new feature length retrospective documentary chronicling the film’s evolution for script to finished film and it’s impact on an generation with interviews with all the primary figures including those mentioned above and others like Paul Reiser, original Alien designer H.R. Giger, and composer James Horner.

-         “They Mostly Come At Night…” – a new retrospective documentary focusing on the creation of the film’s special effects with interviews with the key personal and the stunt team responsible for playing the alien menace. Includes the behind the scenes video footage as seen in the current edition.

-         “Another Glorious Day In The Corps.” – a new retrospective documentary featuring current “where are they now” style interviews with all 12 of the actors who played the cast of Colonial Marines.

-         “Bill Paxton: The Ultimate Badass” – a new featurette on the pre-superstar career of everyone’s favorite chicken s**ted character actor Bill Paxton featuring interviews with the man himself and the people who worked with him multiple times over the years like Cameron, Biehn, Henricksen, and 80’s sex symbol Rick Rossovich.

-         “Where’s ‘Bowski?” – a new featurette on the growing cult centered on the silent and rarely seen Colonial Marine Private Wierzbowski.

-         “A Close Personal Friend of Mine” – a new featurette on the design and creation of the film’s array of futuristic weapons and technology.

-         “James Cameron: A Director and His Work” – a rarely seen vintage UK promotional documentary featuring the making of the film.

-         “The Making of Aliens” – a vintage 1986 promotional featurette on the making of the film.

-         Additional Footage – The world premiere of scenes shot for the movie that were cut and not included in the expanded 154-minute Director’s Cut.  All 3 would feature video introductions by James Cameron explaining why he chose to remove them and audio commentary by individuals involved in them.

These include:

o       A brief scene set in the infirmary that shows Newt watching Ripley as she laces up her futuristic Reebok shoes.  Rumor has it this scene was included as product placement, shown at the film’s London premiere, then cut and never seen again.

o       “The Cocooned Burke” scene.  Set during the film’s gripping final act, as Ripley hurries through the hive in search of Newt, she comes upon Burke who has been cocooned and facehugged.  He pleads with Ripley to kill him as “he feels it inside him.”  Pressed for time, she hands him a grenade and goes on her not-so merry way.  While photos of this scene exist, the footage has never been seen by public eyes.

o       Never before scene footage from the first weeks of shooting of actor James Remar playing the role of Corp. Hicks.

-         “Reach” – a music video from actor Bill Paxton’s band Martini Ranch directed by James Cameron and featuring several of the film’s cast.

-         The original theatrical teaser
-         The original theatrical trailer
-         The second “reviews” trailer
-         TV Spots
-         DVD-ROM features including James Cameron’s original treatment, the original script, complete character bios, technical read-outs for the Colonial Marine weaponry, blueprints to Operations, Medical, and the Processing Plant, and weblinks.

Pretty damn sweet, no?  Now here are my reasons why:

Disc 1:

-         While the 154-minute director’s cut adds several key sequences that heighten the film’s emotional impact, there are scores of fans that lament the loss of the original theatrical cut that they grew up with.  And that’s to seamless branching that Fox and Cameron used in the special edition of The Abyss, this gives everyone the first opportunity to own the version they prefer.

-         I chose not to include a DTS soundtrack as the film was made in a time where the technology didn’t exist and the creation and implementation of a newly created one would cost both large amounts of money and disc space.

-         An audio commentary featuring both Cameron and Hurd together is important as they are the biggest reasons behind the film’s success as its director, producer, and writers.  Any information they could share would be crucial.

-         An audio commentary with series executive producers Carroll, Giler, and Hill would give fans a look at how Cameron came to create the film and how it impacted the saga in a negative light as he fleshed the Ripley character out and away from that which she was originally intended.  Director Hill in particular could offer a potentially interesting take on the film’s legacy.

-         The audio commentary with Winston and the special effects team would shed light on how they and Cameron were able to create amazing special effects on a relatively low budget.  And giving these guys their own track is the only way we’d hear the great Cameron the Egomaniac stories they most likely know.

-         Audio commentary with series star Weaver is a given.  But by pairing her with the now grown Henn would give the track a sense of poignancy that otherwise may not have come to the surface with one of them along.  Also it would be interesting to hear Henn’s take on the whole thing some 15 years later.

-         The last commentary track is for the Colonial Marines and their fans.  Who wouldn’t want to hear Biehn and frequent co-star Paxton wax on about old times?  And when you throw Henricksen and Goldstein into the mix, you got yourself most of the James Cameron reparatory company.  Ralston, as Goldstein’s partner in crime would be the voice speaking for those misfortunate marines that died early on.

Disc 2:

-         The various newly created documentaries are easy to rationalize.  Each one focuses on specific topics that would likely have been on the minds of fans over the years.  Whether it is the featurette on designing the artillery used by the fiction Colonial Marines, or focusing on fan favorites Bill Paxton and “Private Wierzbowski,” the documentaries would take a rarely seen look into some of the unique components that came together to create a film so many people love.

-         The 2 vintage featurettes would contrast the modern ones to show how the studio marketed the film nearly 15 years ago.  Besides, old docs are cool.

-         The additional scenes that Cameron chose to leave out of the director’s cut are among the most talked about deleted footage in motion picture history.  Especially the Burke sequence which many would consider a treat after all these years of speculation.

-         Unused footage of veteran Hollywood tough Guy Remar as Hicks is a little more problematic to say the least.  Out of everything I have listed here, this is potentially the biggest bombshell of the bunch and the most likely never to grace ANY edition of the film. They may not exist anymore.  If they somehow found their way onto a special edition release, I would hope the producers would attempt to get Remar to record an audio commentary or at least do an interview.  I would like to hear what he has to say on the subject.

-         The Martini Ranch music video does indeed exist.  I was fortunate enough to get to see this western style video during the much talked about Terminator 2 convention that is featured in highlights on the T2 Special Edition DVD.  During the introduction, it was explained that Cameron did the video as a favor to Paxton, and features Lance Henricksen, Jenette Goldstein, and others including director Kathryn Bigalow. 

-         While the actual trailer to Aliens is on various Fox DVDs, the advanced teaser for the film is currently only available as an Easter egg on the now out of print laserdisc special edition of The Abyss.  Ironically enough, the review trailer and TV spots are included as similar hidden extras on the DVD version of the same film.

-         The DVD-ROM elements, while not something I personally care to use or want is something a lot of people expect in the newer releases.  I chose them because I think they would best keep the spirit of the film.

And there you have – dare I say it – the definitive home video edition of James Cameron’s modern masterpiece of action and suspense.  

Sean Carlson wants to know how to get out of this chicken s%#t outfit…

GOOD EDITION: The ALIEN Saga (part three of four)

Today: Alien 3

March 21, 2001
Part Three: Alien 3  (1992)
The bitch is back…

ALIEN 3: 5 STAR COLLECTION
Disc One:

-         16x9 enhanced 2.35:1 anamorphic high-definition film to video transfer of both the 115-minute theatrical cut and an all-new 134-minute (approx) special expanded edition supervised by director David Fincher selectable via seamless branching.

-         5.1 Dolby Digital

-         Audio Commentary with director David Fincher, cinematographer Alex Thomson, and editor Terry Rawlings.

-         Audio Commentary with franchise executive producers Gordon Carroll, David Giler and Walter Hill.

-         Audio Commentary with visual effects supervisor Richard Edlund, alien effects supervisors Alec Gillis and Tom Woodruff Jr., and make-up artist Greg Cannom.

-         Audio Commentary with rejected scriptwriters William Gibson, Eric Red, David Twohy, John Fasano, Larry Ferguson, and Rex Pickett.

-         Audio Commentary with actors Sigourney Weaver, Charles S. Dutton, Charles Dance, Ralph Brown, Paul McGann, and Lance Henriksen.

Disc Two

-         “The Bitch Is Back” – a new feature length retrospective documentary chronicling the film’s journey from concept to the screen with all new interviews with the production’s key personnel including all listed above and others like original alien creator H.R. Giger, production designer Norman Reyonds and the rest of the cast not featured on the commentary track.

 

-         “The Making of Alien 3” – the 22 minute 1992 documentary that was part of the much hyped Alien Triple Pack home video promotion.  Features period interviews with several key cast and crew members.

-         “Alien 3: Bringing the Screams to the Screen” – the 23 minutes 1992 HBO First Look documentary that features a brief retrospective on the previous two films and previews the third with behind the scenes footage and interviews.

-         “The Enemy Within” – a new retrospective documentary focusing on film’s nearly six year rocky road into production.  Featuring interviews with all the screenwriters who’s drafts were either combined or rejected outright in addition to original directors Renny Harlin and Vincent Ward, it would blow the lid off one of the most difficult productions of all time.

-         “Giger’s Alien 3” – a new retrospective documentary on Giger’s brief tenure as the film’s creature effects designer.

-         Deleted Scenes – The world premiere of scenes shot for the movie that were cut and would not be included in an expanded cut thanks to re shoots that were intended to bypass them.  All would feature video introductions by David Fincher explaining why he chose to remove them and audio commentary by individuals involved in them.

These include:

o       A rumored and much talked about scene inside the EEV after it has crashed that shows Newt drowning in her cryogenic tube followed by the Alien queen fetus inside her crawling out of her mouth and moving into Ripley. 

o       A sequence in which the EEV is being carried to the facility by oxen and one of them falls victim to the “Super Facehugger,” a facehugger capable of laying two embryos and creating plot holes in films.

o       A later sequence in which the ox, thought dead by the inmates, has been taken to the abattoir and gives birth to the film’s title creature.

o       The following scene in which prisoner Murphy finds the “Super Facehugger” and is killed by the newly hatched alien.

 

-         The original advanced “On Earth…” theatrical teaser
-         The original theatrical trailer “A”
-         The original theatrical trailer  “B” “In case you forgot…”
-         The original theatrical trailer “C” “3 times…”
-         International trailer
-         TV Spots
-         The rarely seen Pepsi cross promotional TV ad
-         DVD-ROM features including excerpts from some of the rejected scripts, the shooting script, complete character bios, technical read-outs for the prison facility, and weblinks.

Now you see what I’m saying?  Here are my reasons:

Disc 1:

-         Out of all of the film’s in the Alien franchise, this is the film most aching for a special edition.  There are several key sequences that are known to exist and director Fincher has a track record of revising his films, and perhaps could be inclined to expand the film and restore it to something similar to the much traded bootleg work print circulating on the underground.

Among the major scenes that could be added…

The original opening sequence set on Fury 161 in which Charles Dance’s character is taking his morning walk on the beach and witnesses the crash of Ripley’s emergency escape vehicle.  Once it hits the muddy ground, he finds an unconscious Sigourney Weaver, pulls her out of the mud, and carries her into the facility.

There’s a brief exchanges between Dillon and two prisoners who begin to complain about Golic and how he’s clearly insane.  Dillon tells them to lay off him.

After he survives his encounter with the alien, there is a sequence showing a blood caked Golic eating in the cafeteria.  When a prisoner sees him and freaks, others arrive and take him into custody.  

When Clemens is killed and the alien moves in on Ripley, there are a series of shots of Golic, who now believes the alien to be some sort of mythic savior, in total awe.

A major 10 minute sequence involving the capture of the alien inside the facility’s waste disposal unit that results in the death of prisoner Junior.

We see Golic knocking Morse unconscious and escaping from the infirmary.

The scene when Ripley and 85 contact the company on Superintendent Andrew’s computer is extended to include that they have trapped the alien and are requesting to kill it. 

There’s a sequence showing Golic killing a guard and freeing the alien only to be killed himself.

We see the fates of several more prisoners during the bait and chase.

Ripley gets into a shoving match with Dillon as the alien approaches while they are trapped in the mold.  She wants to die and he wants her to live and sacrifices himself more clearly.

When 85 meets up with the company men, he comments on how they will need a bigger cage.

The final confrontation between Ripley and the company men led by Bishop II goes on longer and her death does not come at the hands of the alien chestbuster but rather from her plunge into the molten lead works.  We never see the queen inside her hatch.

Each of these scenes would greatly add to the film’s impact.

-         I chose not to include a DTS soundtrack as the film was made in a time where the technology didn’t exist and the creation and implementation of a newly created one would cost both large amounts of money and disc space.

-         Fincher is among the premiere directors who have embraced the DVD format and as such would certainly record an audio commentary track.  And while any information he would share would be crucial, bringing cinematographer Alex Thomson and series editor Rawlings into the sound booth with him would seal the deal.

-         An audio commentary with series executive producers Carroll, Giler, and Hill would give fans a look at how they came to create the film and how it fares next to the mega popular films that precede it.  Director Hill in particular could offer a potentially interesting take on the film’s legacy.

-         The audio commentary with Edlund, Gillis, and Woodruff Jr. would shed light on how they attempted to do special effects on a film that kept evolving and changing throughout the production. Cannom was brought in for a few weeks of re shoots and supervised the ending that eventually was used in the film.

-         The audio commentary with rejected scriptwriters Gibson, Red, Twohy, Fasano, Ferguson, and Pickett would be interesting from the angle talented writers who never had a chance to do the work they were capable of while butting heads with a studio and producers who didn’t know what they truly wanted.  In would also be nice to here Gibson analyze the eventual finished product.

-         Audio commentary with the cast are a given.  While Weaver, Dutton, and Henriksen would almost certainly record a commentary for the film, the film’s British cast might be hard to pen down.

Disc 2:

-         The various newly created documentaries are easy to rationalize.  Each one focuses on specific topics that would likely have been on the minds of fans over the years.  Whether it is the featurette on the numerous re-shoots, or focusing on the film’s troubled pre-production the documentaries would take a rarely seen look into some of the unique components that came together to create a film so many people misunderstand.

-         The new documentary on H.R. Giger’s troubled experience on the film would be interesting in comparison to his time on the first film.  Originally contacted by Fincher to redesign the film’s alien menace, Giger would go on to design a variety of creatures that would not see the light of day.

-         The vintage doc “The Making of Alien 3” would be a nice inclusion for fans seeking completion, as would the HBO First Look documentary that is strikingly similar.  Besides, old docs are cool.

-         The additional scenes such as the alien’s original birth from one of the Oxen used to haul the EEV to the prison and the scene of prisoner Murphy finding the “super facehugger” and his subsequent death at the hands of the alien in the Abattoir were re shot when Fincher and the producers opted to have the alien come from a dog.  As such they could not be included back in the film and would need to be seen here.

The scene where the alien queen fetus crawls out Newt’s mouth and into Ripley’s has been rumored to have been shot and appears in the Dark Horse Comic adaptation but as never been confirmed. 

 

-         The original teaser – first attached to prints of the studio’s 1991 summer opus Point Break – promised not only a film set on Earth but a Christmas release set for that very same year.  

But by the time the first official trailer played with that fall’s Star Trek 6: The Undiscovered County, the release date was shuffled to spring of the next year.  It is this trailer that includes shots from the film’s excised original opening sequence of Charles Dance’s character finding the crashed EEV during a morning walk.

The second official trailer was seen early in 1992 and was attached to the end of the promotional video for the making of the movie that was part of the home video tie-in collector’s pack of the previous two films.  It started with the ominous voice over “In case you forgot…” which cut to a scare cord and the shot of Weaver face to face with the alien.

The last US teaser promised “3 Times the terror…3 Times the suspense…” and so on in a voice over similar to that seen on the one-sheet poster.

-         The rarely seen Pepsi TV spot must be a hoot and a half.

-         The DVD-ROM elements, while not something I personally care to use or want is something a lot of people expect in the newer releases.  I chose them because I think they would best keep the spirit of the film.

And there you have – dare I say it – the definitive home video edition of David Fincher’s much-maligned and misunderstood directorial debut.  

Sean Carlson is still pissed at the death of Newt and Hicks…

GOOD EDITION: The ALIEN Saga (part four of four)

Today: Alien Resurrection

March 22, 2001

Part Four: Alien Resurrection (1997)
Witness the resurrection…

ALIEN RESURRECTION: 5 STAR COLLECTION
Disc One:

-         16x9 enhanced 2.35:1 anamorphic high-definition film to video transfer of the original 109-minute theatrical cut.

-         5.1 Dolby Digital

-         5.1 DTS 

-         Audio Commentary with director Jean Pierre Jeunet, special conceptual designer Marc Caro, cinematographer Darius Khondji, and actors Ron Perlman and Dominique Pinon. 

-         Audio Commentary with writer Joss Whedon.

-         Audio Commentary with actors Sigourney Weaver and Winona Ryder.

Disc Two

-         “Witness the Resurrection” – a new feature length retrospective documentary chronicling the film’s journey from concept to the screen with all new interviews with the production’s key personnel including all listed above and others like alien effects creators Alec Gillis and Tom Woodruff Jr. and actors Dan Hedaya, J.E. Freeman, Brad Dourif, and Michael Wincott.

 

-         “Send In The Clones” – an all-new featurette detailing the design and creation of the grotesque alien / Ripley hybrids seen in the film’s most horrifying scene that includes interviews with special alien effects supervisors Alec Gillis and Tom Woodruff, Jr., members of their design team at Amalgamated Dynamics, writer Joss Whedon, and actress Sigourney Weaver.

-         “Momma?” – an all-new featurette detailing the design and creation of The Newborn, the first addition to the Alien series mythology since the 1979 original.  Featuring interviews with special alien effects supervisors Alec Gillis and Tom Woodruff, Jr., members of their design team at Amalgamated Dynamics and writer Joss Whedon.

-         “The Making of Alien Resurrection” – an HBO First Look special on the making of the film hosted by Ron Perlman.

-         “The Making of Alien Resurrection 2.0” – a making of special seen on The Sci-Fi Channel hosted by Brad Dourif.

-         Deleted Scenes – While not edited into a longer cut of the movie, there are a number of deleted scenes that have either been confirmed or rumored to exist.  These include a much talked about love scene between Ripley and an alien, and a few cryptic remarks from Ripley about how Call reminds her of “a girl” who she wasn’t able to save.  

-         Mad TV’s “Claylien Resurrection” sketch
-         The original theatrical teaser
-         The original theatrical trailer
-         TV Spots
-         DVD-ROM features including Joss Whedon’s original script, complete character bios, technical read-outs, and weblinks.

Now you see what I’m saying?  Here are my reasons:

Disc 1:

-         While rumors persist that there was between 20 and 30 minutes removed from the final version of the film by director Jeunet, to date there has been no conformation of them.  As such, it would be hard to call for an expanded edition.

-         I did include a DTS track here as the film was released into theaters with one.

-         But the inclusion of one cuts back on the number of audio commentaries that could be included.  Thankfully, the general conscious is that series producers Gordon Carroll, David Giler, and Walter Hill in truth had very little to do with the actual production and as such could stand to be without a track here.

-         As fans of director Jean Pierre Jeunet’s other films know, special conceptual designer Marc Caro, and actors Ron Perlman and Dominique Pinon have been working with him for quite some time to varying degrees.  Being French and with limited (if any) English at his disposal, I included all of his colleagues on one audio commentary track with him plus the addition of cinematographer Darius Khondji.

-         With a rabid following based on his work creating the series Buffy The Vampire Slayer, an audio commentary track with writer Joss Whedon is a must.  This reasoning is cemented when one takes into account his much talked about hatred for the finished film.   His track would be at the least interesting.

-         Which leaves the last track for the actors.  While there are many interesting performers in the film, with the inclusion of co-stars Perlman and Pinon on the director’s track, I opted to turn this track over to just two: Sigourney Weaver and Winona Ryder.  They are the emotional cores of the film after all.

Disc 2:

-         Alien Resurrection was the hardest film to gather possible supplements for out of all four films.  Why this is, I can’t clearly say.  Maybe it’s the film’s lack of advancements to the mythos save for two notable exceptions.  Or perhaps because it’s unlike the other three films, there has been virtually no talk of scenes removed from the final cut.  I don’t know.

-         As with the previous “Good Editions,” a feature length documentary on the making of the film would be the final word for fans of the film.

-         Being the two notable developments of the film, the Alien / Ripley clones and The Newborn are the only two things worth devoting separate, more detailed attention to from the film’s production.  While they have many of the same creative people behind them, I decided to break them up separately in order to help warrant the DVD as a two-disc special edition.

-         The two period “Making of” specials, while redundant, are included for the same reason and so fans have a choice between which studio produced documentaries they can watch.

-         As I mentioned earlier, there is rumored to be about 30 minutes of footage cut from the theatrical release print but there’s no solid evidence of them to go into detail I’m afraid.

-         The Mad TV sketch has been talked about for many years now.  But I have never seen it.

-         The current edition of the film on DVD has only the original teaser trailer on it as does the other films in the set.  While it’s the better of the two, I would like to see the second “full theatrical trailer” included for completion sake as well as the TV spots. 

-         The DVD-ROM elements, while not something I personally care to use or want is something a lot of people expect in the newer releases.  I chose them because I think they would best keep the spirit of the film.

And there you have – dare I say it – the definitive home video edition of Jean-Pierre Jeunet’s contribution to the Alien franchise.  And with that, we close the book on the wish lists for “Good Editions” of one of the most popular and important film series in history.

Or is it?

For tomorrow I have a surprise in store for you when I will propose a special “fifth” bonus disc that would be included within the inevitable boxed set of the new editions.  I will reveal an animated spin-off that never saw the light of day, take a look into the film’s legacy within the 4 color realm, and introduce you things only the most dedicated fan are aware of.

You have been warned…

Sean Carlson is just glad the movie wasn’t called Ripley The Alien Slayer…

The GOOD EDITION: The Alien Saga Bonus Disc

Sean takes a look at what could cap the series off.

March 23, 2001

Part Five: Alien Saga Good Edition’s Special Bonus Disc
If 20th Century Fox broke down and re mastered these films in expanded DVD releases, chances are that they would package all four of them in a special collectors boxed set.  And if they continued with tradition, Fox might be inclined to produce a special “fifth” disc containing even more bonus materials that might not have been directly involved with the movies themselves.

But what might be on such a DVD?  

I have an idea of what I’d like to see at least.

ALIEN SAGA: 5 STAR COLLECTION BONUS DISC
-         “The War Over Alien Versus Predator” – An newly created documentary detailing the seemingly never ending battle over the film version of the popular Dark Horse comic series pitting the two fiercest aliens in cinema history against each other featuring interviews with writer Peter Briggs, comic writer Randy Stradley, artist Phill Norwood, and the producers behind the franchises. 

-         “Dark Horse’s Aliens” – An newly created documentary that sheds light on the legacy created by the saga’s success in the comic book world.  Featuring interviews with Dark Horse publisher Mike Richardson, writers Mark Verheiden, Randy Stradley, John Arcudi, and Steve Bissette, and artists Dave Dorman, John Bolton, and Phill Norwood.

-         “In Space, No One Can Hear You Pause” – A newly created documentary on the saga’s arcade and video games, which rank among the most popular ever created.

-         “Alien War” – A 20 minute filmed walk-thru of the notorious maze style attraction where visitors on a tour to “The Company’s” research facility run afoul of the title creature as they make their escape with a lone Colonial Marine as their protector and guide with audio commentary from attraction creators Gary Gillies and John Gorman.

-         “The Making of Alien War” – An unreleased making of featurette from the BBC that details the construction of the London based site that has a successful run until flood damaged forced it to close.

-         “Aliens: Ride at the Speed of Fright” – The never before available complete “movie” used in the Turboride Simulation ride as found at San Francisco’s Fisherman’s Wharf where riders come along with a team of Colonial Marines as they go into battle with the title menace.  With audio commentary from director Stuart Gordon. 

 

-         “The Making of Aliens: Ride at the Speed for Fright” – A new retrospective featurette on the creation of the scariest simulator ride ever commissioned.

-         “Operation Aliens” - The never before seen 93/94 pilot to a failed animated spin off of James Cameron’s Aliens in which Ripley, Hicks, and a group of Colonial Marines span the galaxy in a quest to eradicate the alien menace.

-          TV spots from Kenner’s Aliens Vs. Predator toy line
Now you see what I’m saying?  Here are my reasons:

-         As one of the most talked about non-movies, the history of the (as of now) unfilmed Alien Vs. Predator movie is one of the most complex and fascinating of all time.  Essentially the spec work of super fan Peter Briggs, his unsolicited script was eventually bought by Fox yet never produced which as led Briggs on a nearly 10 year crusade to get the word out about it.  Whether the script is indeed as good remains to be seen.

-         A documentary charting the course of the various Dark Horse comic books would shed light on the a rarely touched upon subject.  Almost the sole carrier of the torch for the franchise through the dark period between Alien 3 and Resurrection, the comic books were allowed a greater chance to broaden the scope of the saga compared to other spin-off books and as such took risks such as telling the “what if?” stories of a fully grown Newt and her disgruntled protector Hicks.

-         A retrospect on the video games might seem a tad much for some until you realize that they account for some of the most revolutionary titles ever created.  From the Pac-Man inspired Atari 2600 game to the dueling coin-up shooter Alien 3: The Gun, the games still amaze a new generation who have yet to experience the film’s on the big screen.

-         The Alien War pieces would help to showcase one of the most ingenious ideas of all time while giving fans on this side of the world a taste of what fans in Europe and the U.K. have known for quite some time.

-         The same can be said for the Aliens simulator ride film.  After a successful run in San Francisco, the movie has all but disappeared which is a shame considering who many fans would love to take a trip to LV-426 but have never had the opportunity to.  The commentary with horror icon Gordon would shed light on the project.

-         Truth be told, I can’t confirm the actual existence of the animated pilot Operation Aliens.  While the logo and name have been seen on a variety of products aimed at the school set, all I ever remember about it is talk of such a series being considered.  

-         The toy commercials on the other hand exist. 

And there you have – dare I say it – the definitive home video editions of entire Alien saga.  The point of this series was not to bash the current DVD editions available from 20th Century Fox Home Video, as they are among the best DVDs on the market.  What I hope you come away from this with is a deeper understanding on what is out there available to DVD producers if they only take the time to look.

I hope you found them as interesting as I did researching them.  This is Carlson, burnt out alien fanatic and IGN reviewer…signing off…

Please note: All the titles used in the listings for the speculated documentaries are the idea of Sean Carlson and are not in anyway endorsed by 20th Century Fox.  They are purely a guess and come from lines of dialogue heard within the film.

Sean Carlson hopes that a fifth film happens at some point in the future…

