ICT4ELT


Using Word Processor in teaching 

Travelling

Aim 

Practising the vocabulary - Travelling

Developing writing techniques

Using Online dictionaries

Level 

Intermediate

Description


1. Warm up

The students drag the words to  the corresponding columns.

They can add more vocabulary and discuss the result in pairs.

2. Pre-reading task. Match the words  with their definitions 

As a follow up to this activity the students can prepare a similar exercise using an online dictionary.

3. Read the following text. Fill in the blanks with the phrases below

The students read the text then they highlight the expressions below and drag them to the necessary position in the text (1, 2, or 3)

Here is the complete text:

Travelling is dangerous. Bad flying experiences begin on the ground. One American airline managed to double-book an entire 747, but it is nothing compaired to what happened on internal flight on a certain African airline. The flight had been overbooked three times. The local military sorted the problem by insisting that all passengers with boarding cards should (1) run round the plane twice, the fastest getting the seats.

One frequent flier lost certain amount of confidence when the cabin staff asked him to sit in the lavatory during the take off, so that they could (2) occupy seats nearest to the emergency exit. 

Another passenger was asked to(3) hold the aircraft door closed at take-off and landing.

4. Read the story again. Find the word in the left column of exercise 2 that is not there in the text. 
Key: a check-in counter/desk

5. Complete the story in exercise 3. The beginning is given below. After 

writing one or two sentences move to another computer and continue the story there.

This is a cumulative story. It is best to do it in small groups.

As an option the teacher can ask the students to finish the story in class or at home and then display all the stories. The class can choose the funniest or the most mysterious, etc. story.

6. Underline the word that does not belong to the others

This is the good old ‘odd one out’. The key is not provided, the students have to explain their choice.

7. Cutting down tests

Students can work in pairs. They take turns to delete any section of one, two or three words while still leaving a grammatically acceptable text.

They can work as a whole group. In that case students suggest the words to eliminate, and the teacher demonstrates the result on the screen. 

Variation: The students then try to reconstruct the original text.

Acknowledgement: The activity is based on Five-Minute Activities by Penny Ur and Andrew Wright.

BBC website http://www.bbc.co.uk/ is a wonderful source of information and inspiration.

8. Read the text : At the airport

As the follow-up to activity 8 and 9 students can be asked to create a vocabulary network.

9. Rewrite the text. This activity can be done at home.
10. Punctuation

Here is the complete text:

Hi Barry,

Here we are in Paris again and we’re having a great time. We’re staying at the Madeleine Hotel in St Michel, which is great. We’ve been to a couple of museums and galleries and of course we have loads to eat and to drink.

I’ll be back at the end of the week.

Love, Gina

11. Poem. Leisure.

Depending on the level of the students the teacher can pre-teach some vocabulary or ask the students to look up the unknown words in the online dictionary.

